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                                                  At least one milk processor in the area will soon require a bulk tank SCC of 400,000 or less in order to sell milk to them.  If you need assistance in lowering the SCC in your herd, please contact us to perform a mastitis evaluation on your farm.


Marshfield Veterinary Service





   Subclinical ketosis is under-recognized on most dairy farms.   It is associated with metritis, displaced abomasum, lost milk production, breeding problems, and increased risk of early culling.  Ketone production occurs in the liver in response to excess fat metabolism.   The predominate ketone  body in cattle is beta-hydroxybutyrate, or BHBA.  Subclinical ketosis is defined as a cow having a BHBA level of 100 umol/L or above.  Keto test strips are now available from Elanco.  They can measure BHBA levels in milk samples without the need of drawing blood samples and sending them to a laboratory or using an electronic meter.  Other milk ketone tests are much less sensitive, showing a positive result only when the disease is much more severe.


Some of the signs of a high risk ketosis herd include: 1. More than 40% of cows with a first test DHI protein/fat ratio above 0.75.  2.  More than 5% DA incidence 3.  More than 10% of close up cows with a body condition score higher than 3.75.  


The two main reasons to test for subclinical ketosis are to monitor the entire herd over time and to  diagnose individual cows that may need treatment. If sub-clinical ketosis is suspected in your herd, all cows and heifers should be tested at least once during the first two weeks of lactation.  Results should be charted or graphed to evaluate patterns over time, with the goal being fewer than 20% of cows showing subclinical ketosis. 


 If you have any questions concerning sub-clinical ketosis in your herd, please contact us.
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Control Points) for Proper Drug Use.  This program utilizes the veterinary client patient relationship (VCPR) enabling the veterinarian and client to formulate drug lists and treatment protocols and incorporate them into standard operating procedures or SOPs.  Then, most importantly, all treatments are recorded permanently to document drug usage and withholding times along with providing long term records that can be used to asses the effectiveness of the treatments.  With proper drug use and oversight via good records, we can avoid drug residues and maintain a wholesome safe food supply that the public trusts.  


Contact one of the veterinarians at Marshfield Veterinary Service if you would like to implement this program on your farm.



























































 








 














Marshfield Veterinary Service


M249 Mann St.


Marshfield, WI 54449





As of January 1, 2012, the FDA is conducting enhanced testing of milk for drug residues.  This is in response to the fact that in recent years, 90% of meat residue violations have originated in cull dairy cows or bob veal calves even though they account for only 10% of animals slaughtered for beef.  The thought is if there are a disproportionate number of  violations in meat residues from dairy cows, then many milk residues may be going unrecognized.    The most common drugs found in cull dairy cows are penicillin, flunixin (Banamine), sulfas, desfuroylceftiofur (Excenel, Naxcel), and gentamicin.  Common drugs found in bob veal are neomycin, sulfas, gentamicin, and flunixin.   


In response, the Wisconsin Veterinary Medical Association has developed a HACCP (Hazard Analysis and Critical 
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EXCEDE NOW APPROVED FOR TREATMENT OF METRITIS





Metritis is an inflammation of the uterus caused by bacterial infection and is a common, costly, even life-threatening disease of dairy cows.  Pfizer Animal Health recently received approval for a 2-dose regimen with EXCEDE.  The recommended 2-dose treatment is 1.5mL per 100 pounds, administered SC at the base of the ear on day 0 followed by a second SC dose at the base of the opposite ear on day 3.  If treatment is followed in this manner, there is a zero milk discard and a 13 day slaughter hold.


Please talk to one of our veterinarians for more information and the correct technique for administration. 


Pfizer Animal Health Technical Bulletin, EXD12001, February 2012.
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Drug Residue Avoidance 





We’re on the Web!


marshfieldvetservice.com








